6. motoring

FEATURE CAR CLUBS FOR THE WE LL- HEELED

Toys for very ¢
rich boys

hese are good
times for the
super-rich, And
there are more of
theern bhan ever bo-
fore. Hardly a government
Inthe world seems wowant
totax them terribly hard.

And when it comes to -

wheels, well, VT Iever
had it 0 pood. With more
and more offerings from
the Bkes ol Bertoy,
Maybach, Aston Martin
Rolls-Royee, Jaguar, Fer-
rari, Maserati, and all
the rest of them, the rich are
spailt for choice, indead,
mare so than at any tima
sinee the glorious coach-
built era that was
toan end by Hither's war,
But there's another,
newer phenomernon that is
also indicative of a new ags
of plenty (for the fortunata
few): the enr elub for the
her-woeal

The rationale is simple,
You're rieh. You like cars,
Buat even you can'l own
everything that catches

r eye. So you need the

rs bo o very special toy

cupboard in coder to really
Indulge yourself.

And 50, quite a few people
have started running toy
cupboards for rich hobhby-
Ista. Diarnon Hill gained
position with his Ple
Later on came Revo260,
which threw in a couple of

Sean O'Grady enters
the expensive world
of the clubs for those
with more money

than garage space

and was based in the
South of France, with

branches in the wealthy you
. pluygrroumnds you'd expect
, Dubai,

and soon.
The club opens in Britain
this Detober, with a branch
in London and another in
thiemorth of England, Tt will
be interesting to see how
they fare against Hill's
longer-established outfit.

THECLUB ISCLEAR
ABOUT ITS MAIN
ROLE: HELPING

TO RELIEVE CITY
TYPES OF THEIR
HEFTY BOMNLUISES

Then there is the arriviste
Ecurie®h. As you can sSee
Fromn the table, this isa much
cheaper proposition than
the other two, with arather
emuller choioe of playthings,
and more of a focus on

ub. Londan The club ks pretty

el about its menkn role in
life: helping torelieve those

loveable City types of thelr
zuhstantial bomuses,

Eo, even though their
memibers have got plenty of
cash, are these clubs really
ey well spent?

It is difficult to compare
itheesm, ot benat becanane thesy
all dispenae with talking
cash and have invented
their own "points” systems.
You pary your sabscription,
et =0 many poinks and
you spend them how you
the type of car and the time
of year you're borrowing it
Fonkic comvertibles at mum-
mer weekends will burn
your points faster than
mire Jesom,

, i Decamber wee!
ﬂ they all have dl!ﬁ‘ktﬂ;ﬁ
jolning rates, too, so the
value you get out of your
club can vary depending
upan how much you uss it.

However, x-umfmhnr:;id
COmpArisons cin ]
by converting the clubs'
points back Into sterling,
and by finding & common
denominator - we've
for the Ferrari P430 Spy-
der, a car that you'd surely
want in the toy

Overall, the écurie2h
outfit seems to come out
best here, taking into
aceount its lower subscrip-
ton rates, with Darnon Hills
P club o bit pricler, and
Revo?50 somewhat more
expenaive. Then again,
a2 s b ondy chuks that
will lat you hop out of the
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Open sewsme: jolning an dite ear club k Bie getting the keys to a very special toy cupboard Toooriy msy

Fl club’s near-Formula |
driving experience, and they
offer a certain degres of ex-
chusivity: You might atso be
able Lo network through
them (although, not being
ﬂle networking type, and
ving o low niot worth, 1
mu]dn an]h-'mmntm
the feasibility of thot ).
In reality;, the peophs who
Join thess clubs probably
hawe five or six cars in

gone  the garage anyway, and

hardly need toworry about
the subscription rates. As
Raolls-Thoyee used to sy with
referenca to the fued con-

Pay and display

sumption of its products, if
you need to enguire about
such matters as value for

IF YOU NEED TO
EMNOQUIRE ABOUT
VALUE FOR MOMEY,
YOU PROBABLY
SHOULDN'T EVEN
THINE OF JOINING

money, you probably
ehoaldn't be considering
Joining ane of these clubs in

the firet place. Typical mem-

s join beeatse they cnt
readly b bothered to actu-
ally buy sn Ariel Atomor o
Caterham jist to hove s go
in it, and they like the idea
of having jast that litth bit
more choice, and fun. Or
munybeo they just don't have
ithe rooem fior AT cars, Ithpm-
aible, | suppose.

Now, | have driven some
of the motors that thesa
clubs hiveto-offer - thenew
Aston Murtin Vantage, for
examplie, or the outgeing
Forrari 576M Maransllo,

Aston Martin, by the way,
ws pleked up by me from
thi Park Lane dealership
on behalf of the club, the
only time in my life, I sus-
pect, that Tam b ergjoy
such o privilege) However,
I hivve gnined ni mach, oot
more pleasure from the
wquirkier, le=s flash car club,
Yess, [ mean ouwrold friend
the Class=ic Car Chab, Even
the super-rich might have
njob paying for the upkeep

peramental machings,
Additional rescarck by
Trivio Wright

Thie costs and banefits of joining a supercar club

Ferrari nnd ﬂNWDyiuhL ML I
Interestingly all three com. 5

e wedl witth s typéeal pres-
tige hire company's rates,

mlgl.ul'mu:;,]mrmm-

' Ing the point a bit. These
chube are not sbout saving - for
meney, they're shout spend. —  Motes

Ing it. They mre not, as they
all stress, just Abormatives
to hiring o Ferrari for the
weekend. They organise
various events, stich as the
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